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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re patent application of 

Shulan Tan 
Serial No.: 09/804,878 
Filed: March 13, 2001 
For: 



Docket No.: 
Confirmation No.: 



07840001AA 
1821 



Group Art Unit. No.: 2837 
Examiner: Lockett, Kimberly R. 



APPARATUS AND METHOD OF LETTER LEARNING FINGER 
PATTERNS FOR STRINGED INSTRUMENTS 



Mail Stop: Petitions 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



RECEIVED 

SEP 2 7 2005 



DIfectofs Office 



RE-SUBMISSION OF PETITION TO WITHDRAW HOLDING OF ABANDONMENT 

UNDER 37 CRR Sl.lSlfa) 

Sir: 

On March 16, 2004, Applicant submitted a Petition to Withdraw Holding of 
Abandonment for the above-identified patent application. To this date, Applicant has not 
received a response fi-om the U,S. Patent Office and after several attempts to inquiry about the 
status of the application. Applicant has been informed by the U.S. Patent Office that the Petition 
filed on March 16, 2004 cannot be located, and the application remains abandoned. Therefore, a 
copy of the Petition to Withdraw Holding of Abandonment and its accompanying documents, 
along with a copy of the date stamped postcard evidencing these documents were received by the 
U.S. Patent Office on March 16, 2004 is enclosed herewith. As indicated in the attached copy of 
the Petition to Withdraw Holding of Abandonment, Applicant had timely complied with all 
submissions prior to the Notice of Abandonment as evidenced by the dated stamped postcards; 
therefore, the Application should never have gone abandoned in the first place. 

Accordingly, Applicant requests that the holding of abandonment be withdrawn and that 
this application be returned to issue. 
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No fee is believed to be due in connection with this petition since the errors were due to 
the actions of the USPTO, but if that is incorrect and a fee is due, the fee may be charged to 
Deposit Account No. 23-1951. 

Favorable consideration of this petition is earnestly soUcited. If the deciding official has 
any questions, he or she is invited to contact the undersigned to discuss those questions. 



Date: June 17, 2005 

McGuire Woods LLP 

Suite 1800 

1750 Tysons Blvd. 

McLean, VA 22102 

Telephone No.: (703)712-5341 

Facsimile No.: (703)712-5194 




Charles J/Gross 
Reg. No/52,972 



Richard S. Meyer 
Reg. No. 32,541 
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Inventor: Shulan TAN 

Serial No.: 09/804,878 
Filing Date: March 13, 2001 

For: APPARATUS AND METHOD OF LETTER 

LEARNING FINGER PATTERNS FOR STRINGED 
INSTRUMENTS 



Date: 

Group Art.: 
Examiner: 



Atty. Docket; 



March 16,2004 
2837 

Kimberly R. LOCKETT 



^lAA 



Commissioner for Patents: 




Please place the Patent Office receipt stamp hereon to acknowledge receipt of the following: 

1 . ; Petition to Withdraw Holdmg of Abandonment Under 37 C.F.R. §1.181 (a); i 

2. A copy of the Notice of Abandonment received March 3, 2004; 

3. A copy of a date-stamped postcard receipt evidencing the filing of a Response to the Notice to File Corrected 
Application Papers in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office on October 20, 2003; 

4. A copy of a Response to Notice to File Corrected Application Papers filed in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
on October 20, 2003; 

5. A copy of the Notice to File Corrected Application Papers dated October 8, 2003; 

6. Supplemental Response to Notice to File Corrected Application Papers; and 

7. An acknowledgement postcard. 




Andrew M. Calderon 
Registration No. 38,093 
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THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re patent application of Docket No.: 07840001 AA 

Shulanlan Confirmation No.: 1821 

Serial No.: 09/804,878 Group Art Unit. No.: 2837 

Filed: March 13, 2001 Examiner: Lockett, KimbergR. 

For: APPARATUS AND METHOD OF LETTER LEARNING FINGER ° ^ :::d 



PATTERNS FOR STRINGED INSTRUMENTS g ^-c^ JjJ 

-< I '^5 

Mail Stop: Petitions z < 

Commissioner for Patents ^ ^ m 

P.O. Box 1450 ^ 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 g 
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PETITION TO WITHDRAW HOLDING OF ABANDONMENT 
UNDER 37 C.F.R. Sl.lSKa^ 



Sir: 



Applicant has received a Notice of Abandonment mailed on March 2, 2004 for the above- 
identified patent application, a copy of which is enclosed. The Notice of Abandonment alleges 
that Applicant failed to respond to a Notice to File Corrected Application Papers mailed by the 
Office on October 8, 2003. Applicant believes that the Notice of Abandonment is incorrect, 
because Applicant did reply to the Notice to File Corrected Application Papers on 
October 20, 2003. Therefore, Applicant respectfully petitions for withdrawal of the holding of 
abandonment. No fee is believed to be due in connection with this petition, but if that is 
incorrect and a fee is due, the fee may be charged to Deposit Account No. 23-195 1 . 

The Notice to File Corrected Application Papers indicated that no brief description of the 
drawings had been provided for Figs. 18 and 19, which were originally filed with the application, 
and set a non-extendable 30-day period for reply. On October 20, 2003, well within the 30-day 
period for reply, Applicant submitted a response to the Notice to File Corrected Application 
Papers that included an amendment to the specification to insert the required description. That 
response was accompanied by a postcard receipt which indicated that the filing consisted of "a 
Response to Notice to File Corrected Application Papers," "a copy of the Notice to File 
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Corrected Application Papers " and "an acknowledgment postcard." Applicant encloses a 
complete copy of the response that was filed on October 20, 2003, along with a copy of the 
postcard stamped by the Office of Initial Patent Examination indicating receipt of the documents 
by hand delivery on October 20, 2003. To the best of the undersigned's knowledge, the response 
filed on October 20, 2003 was a complete response to the Notice to File Corrected Application 
Papers and was actually filed on that date. Accordingly, Applicant requests that the holding of 
abandonment be withdrawn and that this application be returned to issue. 

Favorable consideration of this petition is earnestly solicited. If the deciding official has 
any questions, he or she is invited to contact the undersigned to discuss those questions. 

As an additional matter, Applicant has noticed an inaccuracy in the text of the 
October 20, 2003 response and, therefore, encloses a supplemental response. Entry of the 
supplemental response is respectfully requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Andrew M. Calderon 
Registration No. 38,093 




Andrew J. McAleavey 
Registration No. 50,535 



McGuire Woods LLP 
Suite 1800 
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Copy of stamped postcard receipt 
Copy of Response filed October 20, 2003 
Supplemental Response 
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Notice of Abandonment 



Apfiifcation No. Applicants) " 



re cover sheit with the correspondence.address - 



Art Unit 



- The MAILING DA TE of this communication appears on the 
This application is abandoned in view of ; . 

1 . ^ Applicant's failure to timely f iie W|(iroper reply to the Office letter mailed 

(a) □ A on ^ ,,,, 3 Certificate of Mailing or Tra;smission dated 

___month(s)) Which e;:;;::^d-f ' ^^^'^ ""-'"^-^ « total extension of time of 



on 



(Wfl ..A.pr.oposec'.fjeply vy^5 receiVeid, on 
1.11 3(aj to the final rejectionJ^i! 



, but it does not constitute a proper reply under 37 C—" 



(d)\p No reply has been reteived. ■.»«■■•. v 

'°' P ?»nlXi'o„%°aSr''' " r 'r"""."" ^ -''"l"-^ Ce,«i«,e o,M,«lh, or 

i,(b)D The submitted issue fee of $ ' . is insufficient. A balance of $ . • is due. 



• Therfesue-fee /eguiredjby 37 CPR 1.18 is $ 



The publication fee,; if required by 37 CFR 1";18{d) is $ 



(c) □ The issue fee and publication fee, If applicable, has not been received, 

:' f ■ ' 

• fSIS^5lSiJ^lF?S:3^:f"P' '"'^'"^^ «^ ^^^"'^^^ by, and witllln th^- three^pnth,peri.d :s.t.a.thbv . 



' ■ ■ I ~ : 

, (Wjlth a (SertlfkaWof MaiHr>g-oK 



(a) □ Proposed new formal drawings were received on 
Transmission dated ), which is after the expiration ol^'the p^ioiT^ 

(b) □ No corrected drawings have bjen received. .! „ {!>) ! ] ,1. v ^v;;.;;,; 

~:>;'a^:?'SSSrr attorney or a«enlof:^cbrd;^e^s.^^^^ ofth^OrUire 

ullde^!? CFR7?4?«,T'lT''°?rt; ""^'f °^ agenticacflrtgi in ¥r%pfesent3tiv^^^ : . 

under J7CFR 1.34(a)) upon the tiling of a continuing application. i ^ r i-':^ -i ...... ■■ 

6.0 ■ The decision by the Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences rendered on " - and beeause tfie 

penod for seek.ng court review of the decision has expired and there are no allowed claims: ; ; - - 

The reason(s) below: 

(p. 

r^oiK orom^^^^^^^^^ °' °^ ^"''"^^^ °^ abandonment under 37 CFR 1.181. 

snouiQ pe promptly filed to minimize any ne gative effects on patent term. 

O. S. Patent and Tradcmaik Otflca ' ' ' ■ 

PTO-1432 (Rev. 04-01) 



Notice of Abandonment 



Part of Paper No. 




I^AculREWa)Ds LLP 

1750 Tysons Boulevard 
Suite 1800 
McLean, V A 22102 



Inventors: 
Serial No,: 
Filing Date: 
For: 



Shulan Tan 
09/804,878 
March 13, 2001 

APPARATUS AND METHOD OF LETTER LEARNING 
FINGER PATTERNS FOR STRINGED INSTRUMENTS 



Date: October 20, 2003 

Group Art.: 2837 

Examiner: Lockett, Kimberly R. 

Atty. Docket: 07840001AA 



Commissioner for Patents: 

Please place the Patent Office receipt stamp hereon to acknowledge receipt of the following: 

1 . A Response to Notice to File Corrected Application Papers; 

2. A Copy of the Notice to File Corrected Application Papers;' and 

3. An acknowledgement postcard. 



HAND DELIVERED 



008^ 



30 



'031 



Andrew M. Calderon 
Registration No. 38,093 




Serial No.: 09/804,878. 

JUN 1 7 2005 u IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



TR^Oi^^"^ ^ P^*^^^ application of Docket No,: 07840001 AA 
ShulanTan 

Serial No.: 09/804,878 Group Art Unit No.: 2837 

Filed: March 13, 2001 Examiner: Lockett, Kimberly R, 

For: APPARATUS AND METHOD OF LETTER LEARNING FINGER PATTERNS 
FOR STRINGED INSTRUMENTS 

Rori BuTch 

2231 Crystal Drive, Suite 918. 
Alexandria, VA 22202 

RESPONSE TO NOTTCE TO FIT F 
CORRECTE D APPLICATION PAPERS 

Sir: 

In response to the Notice Action dated October 8, 2003, please amend the above- 
identified application as follows. 

Applicants believe that no extensions of time or fees for net addition of claims are 
required at this time. However, if additional extensions of time' are necessary to prevent 
abandonment of this application, then such extensions of time are hereby petitioned under 37 
C.F.R. §M36(a), and any fees required therefor (including fees for net addition of claims) are 
hereby authorized to be charged to our Deposit Account No. 23- 1 95 1 . 
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Serial No.: 09/804,878 



AMENDMENT TO SPECIFICATION 



IN THE SPECmCATTONT ; 

A marked-up copy of the changes to selected paragraph(s) is provided below. Please 
enter these changes to the specification in the record. 

Add Paragr^h at page 6, between lines 1 and 2. 

Fig. 18 is a major key wheel in accordance with the invention; and 
Fig. 19 is a major key wheel in accordance with the invention. 
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REMARKS 



Claims 1-6, 8, 9 and 25 are allowed. By this amendment, the specification is amended to 
include a description of Figures 18 and 19. This is responsive to the Notice dated October 8, 
2003. A copy of the Notice is attached. Apphcants now request the application be passed to 



issuance. 



The Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned at the telephone number Usted below, 
if needed. Applicant hereby makes a written conditional petition for extension of time, if 
required. Please charge any deficiencies in fees and credit any overpayment of fees to Attorney's 
Deposit Account No. 23-1951. 



Respectfully submitted. 




Andrew M. Calderon' 
Registration No. 38,093 



McGuireWoods LLP 
Suite 1800 
1750 Tysons Blvd. 
McLean, VA 22102 
(703) 712-5426 
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t(!^^Sl ^^""^P St^S YATEm AND TkADEMARK OfFTCE 




MCQUIRE WOODS " 
1750 TYSONS BOULEVARD 
SUITE 1800 
MCLEAN VA 22102 



Commissioner for RvrcKrre 
United States Patent andTJwjcmark OrncE 

WlBHINOTON, D.C. ZOZSi 

PCn^-n , vww.usplo.gov 

Serial No. : 09/804878 

Applicant : S MADISON 

Filing Date : 3/13/2001 

Date Mailed : 10/8/2003 



NOTICE TO FILE CORRECTED APPLICATION PAPERS 

Notice of Allowance Mailed 

This application has been accorded an Allowance Date and is being prepared for issuance. The 
application, however, is incomplete for the reasons below. 

Applicant is given 30 days from the mail date of this Notice within which to correct the informalities 
indicated below. A failure to reply will result in the application being ABANDONED. This period for 
reply is NOT extendable under 37 CFR 1.136 (a) or (b). 



PLEASE SEND IN THE BRIEF DESCRIPTIONS FOR FIGURES 18 AND 19 THEY ARE NOT 
DESCRIBED IN THE SPECIFICATION. 



APPLICANT MUST SUPPLY MISSING INFORMATION WITHIN 30 DAYS OF THE MAIL 
DATE OF THIS NOTICE. 



A copy of this notice MUST be returned with the reply. Please 
address response to ''RoriBurch 2231 CRYSTAL DRIVE 
SUITE 918 ALEXANDRIA, VA 22202 



KIMELLA RODGERS 

Data Query 

Phone 703-305-8391 

Fax 703-308-6642 



OCT 1 3 2003 




V #J THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re patent application of Docket No.: 07840001 AA 

ShulanTan Group Art Unit. No.: 2837 

Serial No. : 09/804,878 Examiner: Lockett, Kimberly R. 

Filed: March 13, 2001 

For: APPARATUS AND METHOD OF LETTER LEARNING FINGER 

PATTERNS FOR STRINGED INSTRUMENTS ^ 

■ o ■ 

Rod Burch 5 

2231 Crystal Drive, Suite 918 g \^ 

Alexandria, VA 22202 c.^ T 



SUPPLEMENTAL RESPONSE TO NOTICE TO FTLF 
CORRECTED APPLICATION PAPERS 



rn 



Sir: I 

In response to the Notice to File Corrected Application Papers mailed on 
October 8, 2003, and further to the response filed on October 20, 2003, which is being 
resubmitted with a Petition to Withdraw Holding of Abandonment, please amend the above- 
identified patent application as follows. 

Applicant believes that no fees for extensions of time or net addition of claims are 
required at this time. However, if any extensions of time or fees are required, then such 
extensions of time are hereby petitioned under 37 C.F.R. §1.1 36(a), and any fees required may 
be charged to Deposit Account No. 23-1 95 1 . 
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AMENDMENT TO SPECIFICATION 



IN THE SPECIFICATION ; 

A marked-up copy of the changes to certain paragraphs is provided below. Please enter 
these changes to the specification in the record. 

Please amend the paragraphs inserted at page 6, between lines 1 and 2 as follows: 

Fig. 18 is a major key wheel in accordance with the invention; and 
Fig. 19 is a major minor key wheel in accordance with the invention. 
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REMARKS 



Claims 1-6, 8, 9 and 25 are allowed. This paper is being filed in response to a Notice to 
File Con-ected Application Papers issued on October 8, 2003, and is supplemental to the 
response filed on October 20, 20Q3. Applicant notes that the October 20, 2003 response was 
apparently not received and is being resubmitted along with this supplemental response and a 
Petition to Withdraw Holding of Abandonment. Applicant respectfully requests that this 
application be passed to issuance. 

The Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned at the telephone number listed below, 
if needed. Applicant hereby makes a written conditional petition for extension of time, if 
required. Please charge any deficiencies in fees and credit any overpayment of fees to Deposit 
Account No. 23-1951. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Andrew M. Calderon 
Registration No. 38,093 

Andrew J. McAleavey 
Registration No. 50,535 



McGuire Woods LLP 
Suite 1800 
1750 Tysons Blvd. 
McLean, V A 22102 
(703) 712-5426 
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